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but were gone to the place prepared for them by the
Lord, as the reward of their labours. But not one
word does he utter bearing upon the invocation of
saints in prayer; he makes no allusion to the Virgin
Mary.

Before we close our examination of the recorded
sentiments of the apostolical fathers on the immediate
subject of our inquiry, we must refer, though briefly,
to the Epistle generally received as the genuine let-
ter from the Church of Smyrna to the neighbouring
Churches, narrating the martyrdom of Polycarp. It be-
longs, perhaps, more strictly to this place than to the
remains of Eusebius, because, together with the senti-
ments of his contemporaries who witnessed his death
and dictated the letter, it purports to contain the very
words of the martyr himself in the last prayer which he
ever offered upon earth. With some variations from the
copy generally circulated, this letter is preserved in the
works of Eusebius \ On the subject of our present
research the evidence of this letter is not merely pega-
tive. So far from countenancing any invocation of
saint or martyr, it contains a remarkable and very in-
teresting passage, the plain common-sense rendering of
which bears decidedly against all exaltation of mortals
into objects of religious -worship. The letter, however,
is too well known to need any further preliminary
remarks; and we must content ourselves with such
references and extracts as . may appear to bear most
directly on our subject.

" The Church of God, which is in Smyrna, to
the Church in Philomela, and to all the branches2

1 Euseb. Paris, 1628, dedicated to the Archbishop by Franciscus
Vigerus.                                                       2 irapotKiatQ.